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Table 1: Election Behavior Correctly Predicted by Question: For Respondents Participating
in All Three Waves

Question March June October Improvement

Thought at least some about election 76.05 73.95 76.83 0.78
Know Polling Location 75.15 80.45 78.08 2.93
Voted in Precinct Before 78.48 76.20 75.75 -2.73
Vote Often 77.40 79.01 79.52 2.12
Absolutely Certain of Voting 78.18 78.65 83.18 5.00

Voted in 2010 73.99 75.79 72.37 -1.62

Plan to Vote in 2012 81.19 85.07 83.51 2.32

Registered 80.51 81.45 84.72 4.21

Meets Composite Gallup Threshold 75.51 79.18 81.05 5.54

Table 2: Election Behavior Correctly Predicted by Question: All Survey Respondents

Question March June October Improvement

Thought at least some about election 70.91 71.82 72.82 1.91
Know Polling Location 71.22 75.25 74.12 2.90
Voted in Precinct Before 74.20 75.78 77.12 2.92
Vote Often 73.63 76.56 77.12 3.49
Absolutely Certain of Voting 74.08 75.42 82.06 7.98
Voted in 2010 71.36 74.66 71.78 0.42

Plan to Vote in 2012 76.41 80.06 82.46 6.05

Registered 78.88 79.53 82.93 4.05

Meets Composite Gallup Threshold 75.50 77.24 80.97 5.47
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Figure 1: Accuracy of Registered vs. Likely Voter Screen Predicting Turnout over Election
Year

Likely Voter vs. Registered Accuracy by Month

Months

P
er

ce
nt

 C
or

re
ct

Registered Voter Screen
Gallup Likely Voter Screen

Switch to

Likely Voter

Dec Jan Mar Apr Jun Sep Oct

0.
4

0.
5

0.
6

0.
7

0.
8

0.
9

3



Table 3: The Effect of Gallup Characteristics on the Decision to Turnout
March June October

(Intercept) −4.50∗ −3.01∗ −5.87∗

(0.58) (0.53) (0.70)
Thought at least some about election 0.30 0.12 −0.40

(0.24) (0.24) (0.40)
Know Polling Place Location 0.40 0.09 −0.20

(0.26) (0.26) (0.32)
Voted in 2010 −0.09 0.34 0.05

(0.23) (0.24) (0.25)
Vote Often 0.27 1.05∗ 0.70∗

(0.25) (0.25) (0.27)
Plan to Vote in 2012 1.12∗ 1.62∗ 2.25∗

(0.30) (0.30) (0.37)
Voted in Precinct Before 0.14 0.21 0.03

(0.23) (0.23) (0.25)
Absolutely Certain of Voting 0.24 0.12 0.98∗

(0.27) (0.25) (0.29)
Registered to Vote 1.90∗ 2.25∗ 2.95∗

(0.18) (0.18) (0.21)
N 1157 1324 1325
AIC 1007.87 961.06 826.04
BIC 1371.73 1334.62 1199.66
logL −431.94 −408.53 −341.02
All are logit models.
Controls Included: Sex, Years of Education, Age,
Race, Symbolic Ideology, and Income.
DV: 1 =Voted, 0 =Did not Vote
Standard errors in parentheses. ∗ signifies p < .05.
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Figure 2: Comparing Gallup Predicted vs. Actual Turnout for Traditionally Under-
Represented Groups
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Table 4: Discovering Whom Gallup Misclassifies
DV=Incorrectly Predicted to Vote DV= Incorrectly Predicted to Not Vote

(Intercept) 2.46∗ −1.74∗

(1.11) (0.58)
Years of Education −0.14 0.14∗

(0.11) (0.06)
Female 0.08 0.51∗

(0.32) (0.19)
Age −0.05∗ 0.01

(0.01) (0.01)
Black, Non-Hispanic −1.26∗ 0.30

(0.59) (0.33)
Other, Non-Hispanic −1.18 −0.44

(1.71) (0.41)
Hispanic −0.94∗ −0.82∗

(0.47) (0.28)
2+ Race, Non-Hispanic 0.94 −1.05

(1.01) (0.71)
Household Income −0.22∗ −0.08∗

(0.05) (0.03)
Conservatism −0.13 −0.03

(0.09) (0.06)
N 898 434
AIC 315.50 644.05
BIC 507.51 806.98
logL −117.75 −282.03
Both are logit models.The first column contains the subset of all people
predicted to vote in Oct. 2012. The DV is a dummy variable of 1=Did not vote,
0=Voted. The second column contains the subset of all people predicted not
to vote in Oct. 2012. The DV is a dummy variable of 1=Voted, 0=Did not vote.
Standard errors in parentheses. ∗ signifies p < .05.
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